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Identifying and Analyzing Themes and Indicators Affecting the

Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM)
Azadeh khodabakhshi'", mohammad sadegh sarzaeim?
Tehran AB-KHAK Consulting Engineers Company

Abstract

The increasing demand for water and the inappropriate temporal and spatial distribution of
rainfall in Iran have caused intensifying water crisis in the future. In this regard, integrated
water resources management (IWRM) in basins is a necessity that plays a prominent role in
achieving the sustainability of water resources and ultimately social, economic and
environmental sustainability. Therefore, the main purpose of this study was to identify the main
themes and indicators affecting the integrated water resources management. The statistical
population of the study consisted of experts of consulting engineering companies, that samples
determined by using snowball sampling technique (as a non-probability sampling technique).
Also, the data were collected by using a semi-structured questionnaire. The analysis of the data
was conducted by doing content analysis. Accordingly, four main themes were extracted: 1-
environmental-natural, 2- socio-economic, 3- political- hydropolitic and 4- institutional- legal.
Also, the network strength and centrality analysis indicated that, socio-economic and political-
hydropolitic were themes that had the highest impact on integrated water resources
management.

Keywords: Water management, Integrated water resources management, Sustainable management




